
WITH COMMUNITY MEMBERS: FAQs 

 

What is it? 

We’re inviting people to come and live a life of community, service and prayer at All Hallows, 

Ditchingham. They will form the With Community. All Hallows is a 150-year old convent, convent 

comprising four houses and a huge chapel, surrounded by 10 acres of beautiful grounds. It has been 

home to a Christian community for more than 150 years. 

What is With? 

With is UK’s first bespoke ecumenical Christian community serving young people. After being 

given a rent-free, long-term lease for All Hallows, a group of youth workers are reimaging the life 

there for the 21st Century. Together they are enacting their vision for a brand-new religious 

community whose life of prayer is focused on young people, and a spiritual retreat centre for young 

people and those people who work with them, known as With. 

There are three main pillars of the 21st-Century All Hallows: 

- With: Community, a body of Christians living on site, dedicated to a rule of life and prayer, with a 
shared commitment to serving marginalised young people.  

- With: Retreat. A retreat centre facilitated by the community, where young people, and those who 
work with them, will come for single and multi-day retreats to receive spiritual nourishment, 
explore their relationship with God in engaging and creative ways, and improve their physical and 
mental wellbeing, learning new skills and reclaiming old ones that will enable them continue in 
their life of faith for years to come. 

- With: Online. An online reflection of the rule of life in the form of an app, which will connect the 
physical With Community with a wider digital community, enabling those who have been on 
retreats or aren’t able to be present at the site to follow the With prayer rhythms remotely.  

-  
Everything that happens on site and online isn't going to do be done 'for' or 'to' young people, but 

with young people. The name With reminds us that we live this life with God, with one another, with 

ourselves and with the planet on which we live. 

The community is central to this vision, holding the rule of life and rhthym of prayer that those 

visiting the site and using the app will be invited into. 

 

What will that look like? 

Community: Part of the invitation of joining With is to live in community. You’ll have your own room, 

but live in a shared house with kitchen and living space. Part of this journey is navigating living 

together with all the joy and challenge that brings. You’ll be living alongside people different to you 

in their life experience, church background and theology. We’re not asking people to conform, but 

we think that an openness to learning from one another is pretty crucial in making the community 

work. 

Service: With will be a community that works hard, prays hard and plays hard (we think joy and fun 

are pretty central to making community work). As well as holding the spirituality of the site, there 

will be some practical elements to life at With that will facilitate a lot of what happens on site. Some 

of this will be practical, some of it will involve working with young people who come to visit the site.  



Prayer: Being part of the community will involve a rhythm of prayer. We’re still working out exactly 

what that looks like (and joining from the start will give you a role in shaping that!) but we know it 

will involve regular prayer times, at least twice a day as a starting point. But prayer in the community 

will be bigger than that, it will involve holding young people and those who work with them in 

prayer, both those who visit the site and beyond.  

What’s the commitment? 

The invitation to join With is one to get stuck in. That’s the commitment we ask for. There’s no set 

time period to join the community for. We ask for minimum commitment of a year, but you may be 

here for 3, 5, 10 years… or the rest of your life! We’re not asking for a lifelong vow at the start 

though, don’t worry. 

We imagine the majority of members will not take on any work outside of With, but we are open to 

members living a mixed-life, perhaps involving some local part-time work, or study. We’re open to 

having those conversations, but prioritising that it works and is manageable for both you and the 

community.  

Who’s it for? 

Anyone, ish. There’s no age limit or any other restrictions on joining With Community. All we ask is a 

willingness to ‘be with’ those in community and young people visiting the site, and a community to 

praying with and praying for young people.  

Do I need to have lived in community or done youth work before? 

Nope. While some youth work experience would help, a heart for young people, and a commitment 

to what With is for is much more important. 

What’s the process? 

We welcome people to join the community at the start of each term, so there isn’t a constant 

coming and going of people. Prior to joining there will be interviews, conversations and the 

opportunity to spend time on site at All Hallows. 

While discernment will be a big part of this process, we will also conduct interviews and do some 

kinds of assessments, in order for you and the community to figure out whether this is the right 

thing for you! 

You can find the application form at bewith.community/join. If you would like to chat about the 

process or have any questions, please email hello@bewith.community. 

How does money work? 

We don’t want money to be a barrier. There will be no cost to joining the community, instead we’ll 

be offering small stipends to supplement the food and accommodation which will be provided.  

However, obviously hosting a community comes with quite a lot of cost, and we would love 

interested applicants to think about how they could be financially supported by their church 

community, or other forms of fundraising, during their time at With. This is, by no means, a barrier 

to entry, and if such support isn’t possible, that’s absolutely fine! 

 

 



I’m not sure I’m ready to move to Norfolk, can I still be involved? 

Yes, and no. In time, this community will be a dispersed one, inviting people to join the community 

amid their current context. The rhythm of prayer and rule of life will be reflected online through an 

app and a website. But that’s a bit further down the line, for now, we’re looking for people to live as 

part of our community on site.  


