
FAQ'S

(1) What is With and how did you
end up with a convent?

All Hallows is a 150-year-old
convent, comprising four
houses and two chapels,
surrounded by nine acres of
beautiful grounds. It has
been home to a Christian
community for more than 150
years. Now, it is home to
With. With is the UK’s first
bespoke ecumenical Christian
community serving young
people. After being given a
rent-free, long-term lease
for All Hallows, a group of
youth workers are re-
imagining the life there for
the 21st Century. Everything
that happens on this site and
online isn't done 'for' or
'to' young people, but with
young people. The name With
reminds us that we live this
life with God, with one
another, with ourselves and
with creation. The community
is central to this vision,
holding the rhythm of prayer
that young people will be
invited into. 

There are three main pillars of
what happens at With: 
- With: Community; a body of
Christians living on site, with
a shared commitment to praying
for and serving young people.
 - With: Retreat; hosting young
people, and Christians that work
with them, for times of
hospitality and retreat, where
they can grow in faith and
deepen their relationship with
Jesus. 
 - With: Online; online
reflection of the rule of life
in the form of an app, to
connect the With residential
community with the wider
community and to enable those
who have been on retreats here
to participate in the With
prayer rhythms remotely. 



(2) What experience do I need?

No professional youth work or
church experience is necessary
to join us at With. We ask that
you to be passionate about
seeking God and serving young
people. You are willing to live
alongside and learn from people
different to you in their age,
life experience, church
background and theology.
Likewise, we expect you be
mindful of, and recognise, the
responsibility of being with,
and safeguarding, children and
young people.

To make this work we imagine you
will be:
- open to reflection, learning
and growing in self-
understanding.
- attentive and compassionate of
the needs of others
- committed to the safeguarding
of children and young people
- able to build trusting and
lasting relationships with
people from diverse backgrounds
and those with complex needs
- willing to live with
accountability and transparency 
- keen to develop your own
spirituality and that of others
through engagement with
Christian spiritual traditions 
- willing to live and work
collaboratively within community
leadership structures and
authority
- enthusiastic
- flexible
- able to admit and learn from
mistakes/say sorry 
- understanding and respectful
of the boundaries of
confidentiality

We also welcome application from
those who possess a particular
skillset from gardening,
maintenance, project management,
youth work, music, housekeeping,
hospitality, Christian
leadership, community life… and
anything else you can think of!

(3) What’s the commitment? 

The invitation to join With is
one to get stuck in; that’s the
commitment! We are a community
that works hard, prays hard and
plays hard so we have a minimum
expectation that you’ll:
- be committed to the community
prayer life, 3 times a day, for
children and young people
- be committed to creating a
space of welcome & hospitality. 
- take part in a rota of
cooking, housekeeping &
gardening for the community and
guests
- spend time with guests, young
people and those who work with
them, during your working day,
at mealtimes, and in the
evenings, where appropriate. 
- benefit from weekly Christian
teaching specific to With
Theology, youth work practice
and the monastic life.
- serve in a weekly voluntary
local youth work placement 
- comply with the agreed With
policies and procedures,
according to our community
handbook
- meet regularly with a
spiritual director for your own
spiritual growth
- be part of a local church and
develop networks for With.
- Take a day off every week, to
rest and have fun!  



(4) How long can I stay? 

There’s no set period to join
the community for. We are
looking for an initial
commitment of year, but welcome
members to stay longer, by
mutual agreement. This could be
3, 5 years or more. The majority
of members will not take on any
work outside of With, but we are
open to members living a mixed
life, perhaps involving some
local part-time work, or study.
We are open to having those
conversations but prioritise
that it works and is manageable
for both you and the community.

(5) Where will I live? 

You’ll have your own room but
live in a shared house with
kitchen and living space. The
Community House on site at With
is a spacious, well-maintained,
detached house, with six en-
suite bedrooms, and downstairs a
spacious kitchen with separate
utility room, two sitting rooms
and a dining room. It has its
own private garden, as well as
the masses of open green space
on site. The site is nearby
towns, Bungay and Beccles, the
beach at Southwold, and 30
minutes from Norwich.

(6) How will I be supported? 

With offers community members:
- A room, with private bathroom,
in a shared house on site at
With, bills included. 
- A monthly stipend/living
allowance of £250 and expenses.

- All food provided 
- Regular support from the Dean
and a wider support network for
personal growth.

With is committed to diversity
and inclusion in all areas of
our community life and ministry.
We are open and willing to make
reasonable adjustments in how we
support you in order to make it
possible for you to apply to
join and thrive in our
community. 

(7) What’s the process? 

We're rigorous with our
recruitment in order to protect
individuals interested, the
community and the site as a
whole. Prior to joining we
invite you to visit the
community; there will be
conversations, interviews, and
the opportunity to spend time
with our current residents. This
is all part of our discernment
process in order for you and the
community to figure out if With
would be the right place for
you. 

You can find the application
form at bewith.community/join.
Or, if you would like to chat
about the process or have any
more questions, please email
jutta@bewith.community

 

mailto:jutta@bewith.community


bewith.community

(8) I’m not sure I’m ready to
move to Norfolk, can I still be
involved? 

Yes, and no. In time, this
community will be a dispersed
one, inviting people to join the
community amid their current
context. The rhythm of prayer
and rule of life will be
reflected online through an app
and a website. Most of this is a
bit further down the line in our
development but, for now, in the
meantime you can join with our
prayer rhythm by downloading the
prayer diary here:
bewith.community/pray

Or you can visit us on retreat
to experience our way of life
and join with our prayer:
bewith.community/stay

We also need financial support
to make our vision a reality,
and you can consider giving to
With here:
bewith.community/donate


